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The references are listed on the attached Form 1449. 
Copies of non-U.S. cited items are enclosed herewith. 

The following are statements of relevance for all non-English-language references: 
DE 195 25 482 fRicherzhagen Bernold) 

This document discloses a supporting and driving structure with two rigid legs jointed 
at one end to guided members, the latter moving along a same line with respect to a fixed 
base. At their ends opposed to the base, the legs have a common joint. A tool (which is not 
specified and not described) is secured at the joining point of the legs. There is provided no 
auxiliary structure for pivoting the terminal element, and the property of angular stiffness 
tracking is not disclosed nor even suggested. 

WO 97/22436 fWeikert Sascha; Wiegand Alexander Konrad (DE)) 

The English abstract summarizes the main features of the device disclosed in this 
document, i.e., the document discloses a base (2), a support and a drive structure with six 
legs (4a, b, c, d, e, f), a platform (1), a terminal element (tool) integral with the platform. On 
the base, six guided members (6a, b, c, d, e, f) permit to displace the platform according to 
six degrees of freedom. There is no distinct portion of the support and drive structure acting 
as an auxiliary structure able to command pivoting movements about an axis belonging to the 
platform. The property of angular stiffness tracking is not fulfilled and is neither disclosed 
nor suggested. 
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DE 196 1 1 130 (VDW Verein Deutscher Werkzeugm) 

This document discloses different devices comprising means for supporting and 
driving a platform (P) with respect to a base (D) by means of legs connected to guided 
members and to the platform. According to figure 6, three legs, formed of parallelograms 
with joints at their angles, are connected through joints to three guided members moving on 
parallel guide ways. In order to fulfill movements of rotation, there is provided telescope 
means elongating or shortening certain sides of the parallelograms (Figs. 7, 8, 9) or rotating 
means between the guided members (Al, A2, A3) and the side bars of the parallelograms 
(Figs. 10, 1 1, 12), or still other means. There is provided no distinct auxiliary structure 
having a rigid drive element for transmitting the resultant force to the platform and the 
property of angular stiffness tracking is neither disclosed nor suggested in this document. 

DE 197 19 171 (Hesselbach Juergen Prof. Dr. Ing.) 

This document discloses an arrangement comprising a base (1, 2), a support and drive 
structure with three legs (18, 19, 20) and a platform (24) arranged to receive a tool as 
terminal element. Each leg is driven by two guided members (9, 10; 1 1, 12; 13, 14), each of 
said guided members having two degrees of freedom (rotation and linear displacement). 
Each of the legs controls a pivoting movement of the platform, however this needs a 
displacement of a plurality of guided members, with each one utilizing more than one degree 
of freedom. Further, the property of angular stiffness tracking is not fulfilled. This property 
is not expressed nor even suggested. 
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WO 99/08832 (Baldini Guido; Rutz Daniel (CH); Mikron SA Agno (CH); Zirn Oliver) 

The English abstract summarizes the main features of the device disclosed in this 
document, i.e., a base (20), a support and drive structure (6, 2, 4), a platform (10), a terminal 
element (40), guided members with only one degree of freedom (12, 14, 16). Leg 6 has the 
function of an auxiliary structure for pivoting the platform (10) about axis 42. The property 
of angular stiffness tracking is not stated in this document, neither is this property fulfilled in 
the embodiments described. It must also be noted that the pivoting axis (42) of the terminal 
element (40) does not belong to the platform (common joint axis 42 of legs 2 and 4). 

WO 99/32256 (Lehmann Fritz; Liechti Ralph (CH); Liechti Engineering AG (CH) 

The English abstract summarizes the main features of the device disclosed in this 
document, i.e., the document discloses a base (3), a support and drive structure with three 
legs (1 1, 12, 13), a platform (17), a terminal element (18), guided members (5, 6, 7), each 
having only one degree of freedom. Leg 1 1 constitutes an auxiliary structure for pivoting the 
platform (17) about a (virtual) axis belonging to the platform. This device lacks of any 
transmission means fulfilling the property of angular stiffness tracking, said property being 
neither disclosed nor suggested. 

DE 198 39 366 (Pritschow Guenter) 

This document discloses a device comprising a base (3), a support structure (16, 10, 
11,12) having a mere guiding function, a platform (1) which can have the function of a tool. 
For driving the structure and displacing the platform, a further structure is needed (telescope 
motors 2) and still other motors (40 in Fig. 2) are necessary for pivoting the platform. The 
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problem of angular stiffness tracking is entirely irrelevant in the problematic of this prior 
document. 



The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in § 1.56(b). 

No fee is believed to be due, however, should any fee be required, please charge such 
fee to Deposit Account No. 23-3030, but not to include any payment of issue fees. 

Respectfully submitted 



By: (Lu^t^ ^wtg^jj 
Clifford W. drowning 
Reg. No. 32,201 
Woodard, Emhardt et al. LLP 
Bank One Center/Tower 
1 1 1 Monument Circle, Suite 3700 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-5137 
(317) 634-3456 
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